
As 1 Lay Dying 

In each of the following cases, name either the speaker or the spoken about, as per indication: 

I. He lowers them and takes up the adze. A good carpenter. 

2. It would be just me and her on a high hill and me rolling 
the rocks down the hill faces and teeth and all by God. 

3. ! am a luckless man. ! have ever been. 

4. I said "What are you doing?" and he said "! am picking 
into your sack." 

5. Putting i1 where every bad luck prowling can find it and 
come straight to my door, charging me taxes on top of it. 

6. And now i1' s all chopped up. I chopped i1 up. !!'slaying 
in the kitchen in the bleeding pan, waiting to be cooked and 
et. 

7. And when you are filled with sleep, you never were.! don 't 
know what ! am. 

8. So I made it on the bevel. 

9. And I imagined a lot of things coming up between us, but 
I be dum if I ever thought it would be a body four days 
dead and that a woman. 

] O. l rose and took the knife from the streaming fi sh sti ll 
hissing and I killed Dari. 

11 Thev would risk the fire and the ea11h and the water and ·--all just to eat a sack of bananas. 

12. Their gaze sweeps across us with in their eyes a wild, 
sad, profound and despairing quality as though thev had 
already seen in the thick water the shape of the disaster. 

J 3. Upon the end of i1 a long gout of foam hangs like the 
beard of an old man or goat. 

]4. !! wasn't on a balance. I told them that if they wanted 
i1 to tote and ride on a balance ... 
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I 5. l would go down the hill to the spring where I could be 
quiet and hate them. 

16 .... the sin more utter and terrible since he was the 
instrument ordained by God who created the sin ... 

17.1 haven't got anything in my store you want to buy, 
unless it's a nipple. And l'd advise you to buy that and 
go back home and tell your pa, if you have one ... 

18. "Watch out for it," Cash says. "Don't get none on 
i.! if you can help." 

19. And l saw something Dewey Dell told me not to tell 
nobody. 

20. They got the flatiron and the hammer. Dewey Dell 
held the lamp. They had to hit i.! hard. And then Cash 
went to sleep. 

21. With the hub turning smoothly under his sole he lifts 
the other foot and squats there ... as though carved 
squatting out of the lean wood. 

22. It was either send him to Jackson, or have Gillespie 
sue us. 

23. "Hit was getting right noticeable," he said. "We never 
had time to wait." 

24. "You see, l can't put no price on my knowledge and 
skill. Certainly not for no paltry little sawbuck. 

25 .... and her coming round from behind pa, looking at us like 
she dared ere a man. 


