
English 9 
Anouilh’s Antigone, Reading 2 (pp. 18–34) 

pp. 18–22 
1.  Give some adjectives that describe Antigone’s tone in this scene.  Read some lines to support 
your argument. 

2.  What is the effect of  the dramatic irony in Ismene’s speech pp. 19–20? 

3.  What is Ismene’s argument against burying Polynices?  How does it work?  Incorporate the 
rhetorical appeals into your answer. 

4.  Write a character sketch (a description, not a drawing) of  the Guard.  Consider the usual 
character sketch questions (what does he say?  what does he do?  what do others say to him?  
what do others say about him?) as well as the knowable purpose of  the Guard in the play, but in 
terms of  plot and in terms of  the developing mood of  the play. 

5.  What inferences do you make at this point about Creon’s character? 

pp.  23–27 
6.  Consider the Chorus’s disquisition on tragedy.  What is its purpose here, other than to tell us 
about tragedy? 

7.  What is the Chorus’s tone?  What does the Chorus add to the developing mood of  the play? 

8.  What is the possible analogue in life/history for the three Guards?  Who do they represent? 

9.  How do the Guards react to Creon?  Do they speak differently to Creon than to each other?  
If  so, to what do you attribute this difference? 

pp.  28–31 

10.  How does the character of  Creon develop during this section? 

11.  This section contains some quick dialogue between Creon and Antigone and then a longer 
speech from Creon.  How do these choices affect the pacing of  the play and the progress of  the 
plot? 

12.  What is Antigone’s defense of  herself ?   Do you find it compelling?  On what principles is it 
built? 

13.  Identify and mark the main gestures of  Creon’s long speech.  What is his main argument?  
How does it develop?  Consider the rhetorical appeals in your answer. 



pp.  32–34 
14.  If  Antigone doesn’t believe in the efficacy of  the religious ritual, why does she risk dying to 
carry it out? 

15.  Discuss the role of  the physical business between Creon and Antigone pp. 33–34. 

16.  Consider Creon’s long speech, p. 34.  What is his argument?  How does he make it?  
Incorporate the rhetorical appeals in your answer. 

17.  How has Creon’s character developed over the course of  Reading 2?  Do you like him?  Is he 
at all sympathetic?


