
English 9 
Clarifications about in-class writing on Antigone 

In general, there are three main ideas you can follow for your in-class writing: 

1.  Creon is the tragic hero. 

2.  Antigone is the tragic hero. 

3.  The ambivalence Sophocles creates surrounding the identity of  the tragic hero serves to 
promote x further purpose. 

Sara is allowed to write about totalitarianism using her Eco book, but the focus needs to be on 
the Sophocles and use Eco only as a way to analyze Sophocles.  She needs to quote from 
Sophocles. 

Remember Aristotle’s Poetics as you write.  I like Adrianna’s idea that Creon lacks heroism, and/
but it is important to keep the connection to Aristotle in your argument.  For Adrianna’s point to 
work, it has to be that we have to identify with the tragic hero in order to experience catharsis. 

Remember that it is not enough to say Creon is the tragic hero because he exhibits x, y, and z.  
There must be a further payoff, one in keeping with the ideas of  tragedy. 

Greek words for your review: 

hamartia:  tragic flaw, usually hubris 

peripeteia:  reversal of  fortune caused by a particular action at the beginning of  the drama, one 
that the hero thinks will make everything better but which in fact leads to his or her downfall. 

anagnorisis:  the tragic recognition of  all the pity and terror of  what’s happened 

catharsis:  the tragic response of  the audience to the hero’s downfall (usually elicited by the 
anagnorisis). 

Remember that your thesis should be impersonal, concise, arguable, and specific. 
Remember that your topic sentences should link to the thesis even as they set up the local 
paragraph. 

Blend in short, frequent quotations from the text to support your argumentation.  Cite the line 
numbers. 

You may bring in to the in-class writing your pre-written thesis as well as a skeleton outline (no 
sentences).  You may use your marked book to produce quotations.  If  you type, you may keep 
only one window open, so you will need to print your other materials.  I can print for you in the 
morning if  you need me to.


