
English 10 
Apostolic letter on Dante 

p. 1 
1.  What is the significance of  25 March?  Once you have all of  the factors, consider what the 
confluence of  events/significances means. 

p. 2 and also 3 
2.  What does it mean that Dante is “our own”?  How should we claim him, if  not as a trophy? 

p. 3 
3.  “Dante’s work…shows eloquently and effectively ‘how false it is to say that obedience of  mind 
and heart to God is a hindrance to genius, which instead it spurs on and elevates.’”  Discuss, 
using examples from Purgatorio. 

p. 4 
4.  “The aim of  the Divine Comedy is primarily practical and transformative.”  How so? 

p. 4 
5.  Discuss the nature of  freedom, as the word is used in the letter. 

p. 4 
6.  What is the relationship of  beauty to theology and philosophy? 

p. 6 
7.  How is it that the reader can feel a “‘great distance from the author and his wold, and yet…a 
remarkable resonance with [one’s] own experience’”? 

pp. 6-7 
8.  How, according to the letter, does Dante’s relationship with Florence inflect The Divine Comedy? 

p. 8 
9.  In his letter to Cangrande, Dante says, “‘We must say briefly that the purpose of  our whole 
work and its individual parts is to remove from their state of  misery those who live this life and 
lead them to a state of  happiness.’”  How is this possible? 

p. 9 
9.  How does Dante, as “the poet of  human desire” treat the pilgrims he meets?  How is this 
attitude important in the text, and what does it teach us? 

p. 10 
10.  Consider the characterization and treatment of  Trajan and Manfred in Purgatorio.  What 
ideas and values are we to derive from this treatment? 



p. 11 
11.  Pope Benedict XVI acknowledges that “the interplay of  freedom and desire does not…
destroy or disregard our historicity.”  Paraphrase this statement, and then apply it to Purgatorio. 

p. 12 
12.  “The mystery of  the Incarnation, which we celebrate today, is the true heart and inspiration 
of  the entire poem.”  Explain how this is so. 

13.  Read through the last few pages of  the letter, thinking of  the role of  Mary in Purgatorio.  
Share any interesting notes you make. 


