
English 11/AP English Language and Composition 
“Bartleby the Scrivener,” reading 1 

1.  What expectations for the story as a whole are established by the first paragraph? 

2.  Describe the tone of  the story’s opening. 

3.  Who is the narrator? 

4.  What is the view from the offices of  the Master? 

5.  Briefly describe Turkey.  Include an overall description or drawing.  When is he a better worker? 

6.  Briefly describe Nippers.  Include an overall description or drawing.  When is he a better worker? 

7.  Briefly describe Ginger Nut.  Include an overall description or drawing.  

8.  What is Bartleby’s reply to the narrator when he asks for a proofreading task?  What do you make 
of  this reply?  What is its relationship to what you know of  the writing of  Thoreau? 

Find 3 words you think would make good vocabulary words.  Copy out the words in their sentences 
and cite the page. 
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