
English 10 
Sense and Sensibility Debate Set-up 

Here are the two propositions your class decided to debate: 

1.  Proposition:  The novel argues that opposing temperaments are necessary for successful relationships.   

•Arguing that the novel demonstrates the truth of  this proposition (Affirmative): 
Lupe, Cara, Emeli, Sofia 

•Arguing that the novel does not support this proposition (Negative): 
(Negative stands may include that the novel argues the opposite of  the proposition, that the novel 
emphasizes something else, that the proposition gets a key word wrong, etc.) 

Maggie, Bella, Rose, Rachel 

****************************************************************************************************** 

2.   Proposition:  The novel argues that one must balance financial needs with authentic relationship. 

•Arguing that the novel demonstrates the truth of  this proposition (Affirmative): 
Ella B., Fiorela, Ashley, Brianna 

•Arguing that the novel does not support this proposition (Negative): 
(Negative stands may include that the novel argues the opposite of  the proposition, that the novel 
emphasizes something else, that the proposition gets a key word wrong, etc.)  For this proposition, one 
might argue that true love is not bound by social class to argue this side. 

Ella S., Katherine, Taylor, Vivian 

****************************************************************************************************** 
Within the groups, people will decide on roles, keeping in mind the format of  the debate (a separate 
handout). 

	 •Groups will let me know their members’ roles (opening speech, cross examination…) by noon 	 	
	 	 Thursday, 28 May. 
	 •I advise that groups have a Zoom call to get organized on Thursday, and then have a quick 	 	
	 	 check-in with each other (or subgroups/pairs) on Friday, once over the weekend, and on 	 	
	 	 	 Monday. 
	 •Longer speeches may be split among group members, but there should be enough collaboration 	 	
	 	 that the information is coherent and not repetitive. 
	 •Students may work independently or collaboratively within their groups, but should not work 	 	
	 	 across groups.  
	 •Students will need to be able to communicate privately during the debate—texting permitted!   
	 •Groups should announce at the beginning of  the debate who will be doing what. 
	 •Students should turn in speeches (written as notes) and other materials at the end of  the debate. 



	 •Speakers should reference the text frequently by quoting (and citing) and showing a good, 	 	
	 	 coherent understanding of  how events fit together. 
	 •The group who wins will get an extra 5 points added to its grades, which may otherwise vary 	 	
	 	 based on involvement or demonstrated effort. 

Students will carefully listen to the debate they are not participating in, voting on provided ballots, in 
order to help determine the winner. 

	  


