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Colenciuc, Ina. “The 

Problem of National, 

Ideological and 

Artistic Peculiarity of 

American Literature: 

the ‘American Dream’ 

and the ‘American 

Tragedy’.” 

Francopolyphonie. 

vol. 10, no. 1, 2015, 

pp191-197.  

 

The American dream 

is defined many times 

according to different 

authors since the 

establishment of 

America. The dream 

goes from “a quest for 

personal fulfillment 

and vision for self-

realization” to 

“becoming corrupted 

with materialism and 

excess” (192, 194). 

The portrayal of the 

American dream in 

early American 

beginnings starts as 

the “development of 

essential inner 

qualities,” which 

causes the authors of 

the 20th c. to explore 

how the dream works 

in their time (192). 

They find that this 

dream is now about 

“material possessions, 

and financial wealth” 

(194). 

This article argues 

that the American 

dream defined in the 

beginning of 

America— 

“improvement 

through study, hard 

work and cultivation 

of social qualities”— 

is better than the 

dream defined in the 

20th c. “with social 

status, material 

possessions, and 

financial wealth” 

(192, 194). 

  

Ştiuliuc, Diana. “The 

American Dream as 

the Cultural 

Expression of North 

American Identity.” 

Philologica 

Jassyensia, vol. 7, no. 

2, Dec. 2011, pp. 

363–370. 

The American dream 

is defined and looked 

at through the 

“cultural narrative” of 

immigrants created in 

America, the origins 

of the dream, and 

finally the “individual 

and collective 

identities” shown 

throughout America 

(364, 367). 

The dream is first 

looked at simply as it 

“influences the 

American mentality,” 

but then it becomes 

more complex when 

looked at through 

cultural narratives, the 

many origins of the 

dream, and the 

“individual and 

collective identities”  

that make up the 

dream (363, 367). 

   

Archer, John. “The 

Resilience of Myth: 

The American dream 

is defined 

The dream’s goal of 

“homeownership as a 

 This article hints at 

who has the authority 
 



The Politics of the 

American Dream.” 

Traditional Dwellings 

and Settlements 

Review, vol. 25, no. 2, 

Spring 2014, pp. 7-21. 

materialistically as a 

“benchmark for 

individual or family 

achievement” (10). 

This dream is subject 

to changes from the 

housing and economic 

crisis, and then finally 

defined in light of 

these changes. 

national ideal and a 

patriotic duty” is seen 

throughout the 20th c., 

but the housing crisis 

allows for “political 

and economic 

critiques of the 

dream” (10, 13). 

These critiques then 

allow for the dream to 

change and focus 

more on the 

“economy…job 

creation and 

investment to training 

and education” (14). 

or rather the means to 

redefine the American 

dream, ultimately 

stating that the 

“commercial 

interests” of many 

companies have taken 

advantage of the 

dream to work in their 

favor (18). 

Knight, Michelle G., 

et al. “My American 

Dream.” Education & 

Urban Society, vol. 

48, no. 9, Dec. 2016, 

pp. 827–851. 

 

This case study views 

African immigrants 

and their pursuit of 

education that leads to 

the American dream 

through agency, the 

“abilities to make 

decisions or act on 

their own behalf,” and 

the “structural 

analysis of immigrant 

educational 

experiences” (829, 

830). 

The study argues that 

“education is vital to 

the pursuit of the 

American dream” in 

immigrant lives, and 

this pursuit of 

education will lead to 

“achieving the 

American Dream” 

(831, 842).   

All the immigrants 

who were interviewed 

either stated “family 

expectations” as 

pushing them to 

pursue a certain 

degree in order to 

achieve the dream, or 

“pursuing their own 

interests” (844, 846). 

The study shows that 

many immigrants 

think that it is slightly 

better to pursue one’s 

own interests when 

achieving the dream, 

so as to give 

motivation in 

“working hard against 

a stacked deck” (839).  

The immigrants in 

this study observe that 

“there is a need for 

change” in the 

opportunities 

available to achieve 

the dream, proposing 

this change through 

“voting, political 

activism, and other 

methods” (847). 

 



 

Cavallero, Jonathan J. 

“Frank Copra’s 1920s 

Immigrant Trilogy: 

Immigration, 

Assimilation, and the 

American Dream.” 

MELUS, vol. 29, no. 

2, Elusive Illusions: 

Art and Reality, 

Summer 2004, pp. 27-

53. 

 

The American dream 

is defined according 

to the immigration 

stories in three of 

Frank Capra’s films. 

The dream is seen as 

“driven by a 

materialism that 

desires wealth and 

fame,” and that only 

immigrants are 

capable of restoring 

the dream to its proper 

form (31). The 

uncorrupted dream is  

depicted as “obtaining 

modest success 

through hard work 

and without 

compromising his 

passions” (43). 

Each film discussed 

portrays an immigrant 

being corrupted by the 

promise of “financial 

well-being and social 

acceptance,” only in 

turn to either have a 

change of heart or be 

brought to the reality 

of the ‘good’ 

American dream by 

another immigrant 

(34). 

These films clearly 

portray the acquiring 

of the “authentic 

American dream, 

obtaining modest 

success through hard 

work,” as the proper 

dream, and the dream 

“driven by 

materialism” as the 

improper dream (43, 

31). 

  


