English 12/AP English Literature and Composition
Hamlet
Act IV analysis activities

O, this is the poison of deep grief; it springs

All from her father's death. O Gertrude, Gertrude,
When sorrows come, they come not single spies
But in battalions. First, her father slain:

Next, your son gone; and he most violent author
Of his own just remove: the people muddied,

Thick and unwholesome in their thoughts and whispers,
For good Polonius' death; and we have done but greenly, ' '
In hugger-mugger to inter him: poor Ophelia
Divided from herself and her fair judgment,
Without the which we are pictures, or mere beasts:
Last, and as much containing as all these,

Her brother is in secret come from France;

Feeds on his wonder, keeps himself in clouds,

And wants not buzzers to infect his ear

With pestilent speeches of his father's death;
Wherein necessity, of matter beggar'd,

Will nothing stick our person to arraign

In ear and ear. O my dear Gertrude, this,

Like to a murdering-piece, in many places

Gives me superfluous death.

Who is the speaker?
What described event has distressed the speaker?

3. Name one event or action or reaction that happens (involving another character)
because of the event described in this speech. Put your answer in the form of
“ does because

»

4. List one example of personification from this speech. Explain how it is personification.

5. List two examples of a simile or a metaphor. Explain how each is a simile or a metaphor.
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There is a willow grows aslant a brook,

That shows his hoar leaves in the glassy stream;
There with fantastic garlands did she come

Of crow-flowers, nettles, daisies, and long purples
That liberal shepherds give a grosser name,

But our cold maids do dead men's fingers call them:
There, on the pendent boughs her coronet weeds
Clambering to hang, an envious sliver broke;

When down her weedy trophies and herself

Fell in the weeping brook. Her clothes spread wide;
And, mermaid-like, awhile they bore her up:

Which time she chanted snatches of old tunes;

As one incapable of her own distress,

Or like a creature native and indued

Unto that element: but long it could not be

Till that her garments, heavy with their drink,

Pull'd the poor wretch from her melodious lay

To muddy death.

Who is the speaker?
What described event has distressed the speaker?

3. Name one event or action or reaction that happens (involving another character)
because of the event described in this speech. Put your answer in the form of
“ does because

n

4. List two examples of personification from this speech. Explain how each is
personification.

5. List an example of a simile. Explain how it is a simile.
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