
English 12/AP English Literature and Composition 
Assignments to support In Parenthesis 

To culminate your work with In Parenthesis, you may choose to write a creative or an expository 
piece. 

A.  Creative.   Write a boast in the style of  Dai Greatcoat.  What is the situation for the boast?  
What is its purpose?  How will you choose your main texts for allusion? 

Your finished piece should be long, at least 3 pages, as you push the the boast to its limits.  It 
should sound grand, like Dai Greatcoat’s, held together by anaphora and allusion.   

The effect may be comic in places if  your situation is not as monumental as war, but you should 
not choose something deliberately unimportant.  Your boast is your claim to your participating in 
something bigger and more meaningful than yourself. 

Include with your creative assignment a three-quarter page writer’s statement in which you 
explain your purposes and methods clearly and precisely.  Quote from both In Parenthesis and your 
work in your writer’s statement. 

B.  Expository.  Write an explication de texte of  a particular scene, a paper in sections in which you 
explore deeply the particular resonances of  a passage. 

Choose a passage of  one page or less.   

Your thesis should tie together the various aspects of  the passage and link them to the knowable 
purpose of  the text. 

1.  The passage itself.  Here you should handle the passage’s meaning and its style.  As you 
discuss style, include the music of  the language, its density, its allusions, and any other important 
devices or aspects.  Tone is important. 

2.  The passage in context.  Here you discuss the way the passage fits into its immediate context.  
This paragraph has to do with theme and plot as well as the emotional timbre of  this part of  the 
overall text. 

3.  The passage in its place in the structure of  the text.  Since the text makes a strong chiasmus, 
your discussion here should be about the relation of  your passage to corresponding passages.  If  
your passage does not have a corresponding passage, you would note that difference and explore 
its implications. 

4.  The passage in the text as a whole.  How does your passage fit in?  Consider plot, theme, tone, 
style, and any other aspects that feel relevant. 

Include a conclusion if  your section 4 does not adequately sum up the whole of  the passage’s 
accomplishment (local and more global) in relation to the whole.


