
English 10  
Sense and Sensibility Intro + How to read  

Consider: 
1.  What are we celebrating when we have Jane Austen Day? 
2.  Why do you think there have been dozens of  film adaptations for Jane Austen novels? 

The novel as a genre 
	 “Novel” 
	 the 18th century novel 
	 	  
The cusp between Neo-Classicism and Romanticism 
Sense and Sensibility, 1811 

Jane Austen lived 1775-1817, during what is 
called the Regency period of  English history, 
when George IV was named regent in place 
of  his insane father, George III. 

Here is an example of  Regency fashion: 

Novels of  this period are preoccupied with issues 
of  civility and politeness—but Austen’s narrators 
are never stuffy and characters who are pompous 
are satirized strongly in the text. 

Frequently, the themes have to do with social class 
and the novels’ jumping-off  places often have to 
do with what will become of  property-less women 
who don’t marry.  Sense and Sensibility is such a 
novel. 



But don’t worry.  The pretext of  the novel, the ostensible focus in the plot, is to find husbands for 
Elinor and Marianne Dashwood, and/but the novel also concerns itself  with issues that continue 
to resonate with readers, especially adolescent readers: 

	 Is it better to live honestly in the sense of  being true to yourself  and your impulses and 	 	
	 	 desires even at the expense of  others’ feelings? 
	 Is it better to live in a more diplomatic way, more governed by reason, even at the cost of  		
	 	 self-expression? 
	 Is it better to marry for love, or should your match keep in mind practical considerations, 		
	 	 such as how the couple will stay financially secure? 

And, importantly, 
	 Is there any better place to live than a cottage?  (That’s a joke;  you’ll get it later.) 

***** 
How to read this novel 
Annotate 
	 Underline and write words—it’s much better to write than to highlight 
	 Write in margins and make running heads 
Mark 
	 New characters’ introductions 
	 Places where the narrator’s personality shows 
	 Your reactions to big events 
Use the back cover 
	 Make a family tree 
	 Keep track of  characters and their houses’ names and locations 

Be patient 
	 As an early novel written long ago, Sense and Sensibility begins with some exposition 
	 	 this may be hard to follow at first—do the best you can 
	 	 important material will be repeated 
Enjoy 
	 Much of  the novel is quite funny 
	 The characters are teenaged girls—can you relate?


