
English 9 
Odyssey Review #1, Broad Strokes and Primary Colors 

1.  What is The Odyssey about?  Brainstorm five ideas and support them briefly. 
a.  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

b.  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

c.  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

d.  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

e.  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

   

2.  Odysseus, etymologically, means “giver and receiver of  pain.”  Explain how this is an apt 

name for our hero.  Give at least three examples in which Odysseus both gives and receives pain. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



3.  Critics argue about whether Book 24 is original to the text or a later addition.  Argue, using 

clear confirmation or refutation from the Odyssey story, whether it makes sense to read Book 24 as 

the original ending. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Put the books of  The Odyssey in the order the events take place.  Then, discuss the effect of  the 

bard’s choice in having the story progress in a way that’s not entirely linear. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________


