
Poetry 
Final project 

For the final project, which will count as the final exam grade, there will be two parts: 

1.  Cold poem analysis, to be completed in class on Wednesday 30 May 
To prepare for this section of  short-answer questions, you should review the principles we have 
discussed this year.  

Broad ideas include: 
• lyric vs. narrative poems 
• speaker (talking correctly about the speaker of  the poem) 
• forms we have emphasized:  sonnet, villanelle, pantoum, prose poem, blank verse, lyric free 	 	
	 verse 
• shaping forms we have emphasized:  ekphrasis, Dinggedicht 

Narrower ideas include: 
• rhyme scheme 
• line endings (end stopped vs. enjambed) 
• meter: 
	 names of  major kinds of  standard meter (kinds—iambic, etc.—and ways of  counting—	 	
	 	 pentameter, etc.) 
	 conversance with the vocabulary or prosody (scansion, feet, etc.) 
	 sprung meter/rhythm 
• sound tropes (alliteration, assonance, consonance) (Ch. 8) 
• broad rhetorical devices (metaphor, simile, symbol, image, personification, antithesis, 	 	 	
	 apostrophe, onomatopoeia, etc.) 
• tone 
• theme 
• sounds and sound values (Ch. 7) 

	 	 	 	  
	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 Creative component is detailed on the back=> 



2.  The creative component, to be handed in with draft work that shows original process on 
Monday, June 4 

Choose a poem we have studied this year that you have admired.  This poem may come from any 
text we have studied EXCEPT for your poem book presentation from the end of  last semester. 

Then, carefully write a poem (an original poem, not previously submitted for this class) that 
stands on its own (is not a parody of  the chosen poem) and that uses to its own advantage certain 
aspects of  your chosen poem.  Choose aspects that the class has emphasized.  The poem should 
be a mature aesthetic object, reflective of  your best artistic efforts along with its meeting the 
assignment.  

Draft and re-draft your poem.  (You should have at least three drafts of  your poem to hand in 
with the final.) 
Compose a poet’s statement to accompany your poem, a piece of  expository writing that makes 
clear your mastery of  the principles of  the class as we can see them in your final product.  This 
poet’s statement should include the poem you chose even as it uses clear, academic writing to 
show the ways in which your original piece touches upon the inspiring poem.  This piece of  
writing should also be drafted, so that it is able to argue persuasively for your understanding of  
the ideas we have discussed and the incorporation of  those ideas in your poem. 


