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Summary
As Dante stares at the tree, Virgil calls him and reminds him of their limited time. 
When he turns to continue his journey when he hears someone sing “Lord open my lips”. 
As they continue, a group of souls pass Dante and Virgil. Dante notes that they are 
thin and malnourished and compares them to Erysichthon. One of the souls turn and 
recognizes Dante, exclaiming “What grace for me is this!” on seeing him (23.42). By his 
voice, Dante recognizes him to be his friend, Forese. Forese explains that that the 
punishment for the gluttonous is that they must walk through the orchard, being able 
to smell and see the fruit and the water, but never being able to eat or drink it. When 
Dante asks why Forese wasn’t still in ante purgatory, as he’d expect, since he had only 
been dead 5 years, Forese credits his wife, Nella, who constantly prayed and wept for 
him.this leads him into a speech about the immorality of the florentines and a 
prophecy of doom for Florence. He now asks Dante how he was there, to which Dante 
explains his mission and points out Virgil and Statius.



Characters 
There is only one new character is met in this Canto. This character is 
that of Dante’s friend and distant relative through marriage, Forese 
Donati. Forese, while having died only 5 years before is already out of 
ante-purgatory due to the prayers of his wife, Nella. While in life, 
Dante had accused Forese of neglecting to care for his wife, it seems 
that now Foreses has grown to recognize his sins and to appreciate and 
care about the welfare of his wife, describing her as “all alone in 
virtue” (23.93).



Themes

Solace in punishment- this theme is brought up by Forese when he compares 
his suffering for his sins to that of Jesus on the cross which brings him closer 
to God and that gives him solace.

Forgiveness and purification- Both Dante and Forese did not get along in life, 
however in this canto Dante expresses his regret for their actions toward 
each other.

Love- this is shown by Forese’s wife, Nella, when after his death she prays and 
cries for him, even though in life, he didn’t treat her properly



Stylistic Devices

Metaphors:  

● Virgil uses a knot as a metaphor for sin - “Maybe they're shades who go loosening the knot of 
what they owe to God”(23.15)

●
● Forese refers to Florence as “that barbarous den” (23.96)
● Forese also refers to the doom that he predicts will come to the florentines as “ the supper 

Heaven’s seasoning for them” (23.107)
Similes
● Dante describes the souls eye holes to be “like rings without the gem” (23.31)

Allusions
● There is an allusion to greek mythology, specifically the story of Erysichthon.- this allusion as well 

as the allusion to jewish history with the story of Marium, helps to describe the suffering of the 
souls to the point of cannibalism. (23.25-30)

● There is also a biblical allusion which helps the reader understand why Forese takes solace in his 
punishment. (23.74-75)



Discussion Questions

1. At the beginning of the Canto, Virgil uses a knot 
as a metaphor for sin, why is this metaphor 
fitting?

2. What is Forese’s prophecy? Where else have we 
seen a similar one?

3. Forese claims that his punishment is solace, how?
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