
English 10 
Weekly Sense and Sensibility assignment 

Here is an assignment that should deepen your understanding of  prominent elements in a Jane 
Austen text.  It has a small collaborative element and a larger individual component. 

For your assigned scene, you should learn: 
•meanings of  all words 
•patterns within the scene that reflect larger patterns we have discussed (e.g., themes, narrator’s 	 	
	 personality, setting, character, dramatic irony…) 
•any patterns that you discover 
•the way the scene pushes the plot forward 

Of  course, in Jane Austen, frequently your knowing how the characters really feel is critical to 
your understanding what they say and do (and how they are transparent or deceptive).  
Understanding text and subtext is critical to success here. 

You and your partners will read the scene together on the Zoom call Tuesday, May 19, as a way 
of  demonstrating that you have thought about how the individual speeches might sound and 
presenting that reading to us.  You need not practice in your small group, unless you would like 
to. 

The scenes are short, because we only have an hour on the call, so you should be able to 
contextualize quite a bit:  what happens just before and just after the selected parts? 

While the reading is collaborative, preparation is individual.  You may talk to each other about 
ideas or to read through, but you are not required to.  This is not a staged reading or otherwise a 
big deal on the level of  performance.  You need to be familiar enough to read well.  (If  your 
group has practiced together and would like extra credit for an exceptional performance, let me 
know before the call on Tuesday.) 

You will present your scene.  You should be able to talk generally about the context of  the scene 
and the main ideas being presented. 

Then, I will ask you questions about the scene.  I will call on individuals, rather than allow a 
single group member’s work to predominate in the discussion.  Grades are individual.  I am likely 
to ask about the ideas listed in those bullet points above.  You should be able to (verbally) point to 
components of  your well annotated scene in order to support your ideas.  I am not trying to 
embarrass anyone—questions will not be purposefully obscure, but I am operating on the 
understanding that everyone has completed the reading as a whole while concentrating on your 
particular scene. 



Group 1 
pp. 142-143 (Lucy’s task for Elinor) 
Lucy:  Rose 
Elinor:  Cara 
Mrs. Jennings and Miss Steele (Anne):  Ella S. 
Narrator:  Katherine 

Group 2 
pp. 148 (midway)-150 (stop midway) (Deciding to go to London) 
Narrator, Elinor:  Bella 
Mrs. Dashwood:  Vivian 
Marianne:  Maggie 

Group 3   
pp. 164-165 (Brandon declares himself) 
Brandon:  Ella B 
Narrator:  Sofia 
Elinor:  Taylor 

Group 4  
pp. 173-175 (Willoughby’s letter) Give Elinor’s line on the bottom of  173, feel free to cut some 
narration 
Elinor:  Brianna 
Willoughby:  Fiorela 
Narrator (feel free to make cuts):  Lupe 

Group 5 
pp. 179-181 (from “I feel myself…to be as solemnly engaged” on p. 178-end of  chapter) 
Marianne:  Ashley 
Elinor:  Emeli 
Narrator:  Rachel 


