
English 10 
Sense and Sensibility  
Weekly Assignment #3 (through reading 12, p. 335) 
Length:  Min. three-quarters of  a page, double-spaced  

As the plot twists and turns, each chapter adds to our understanding of  what Austen is up to on the level 
of  theme.  Important themes in the work include 

•love and marriage 
•the split between sense and sensibility 
•the notion of  sense and sensibility as variations rather than an opposition 
•the role of  women in society 
•appearance and reality  
•greed 

For your assigned chapter, please write a paragraph or two exploration of  how your chapter pushes the 
themes forward.  Your treatment should show your understanding of  the larger reading (through p. 335) 
and show show nuanced understanding of  characterization and other elements.  Your work should be 
accurate and coherent, demonstrating good reading of  the text and an understanding of  how to introduce 
new ideas in light of  what the reader already knows.  You should blend quotations from the text in a 
grammatical way, citing, as usual, via MLA in-text citation. 

As you approach this assignment, take care to think about your structure.  For example, you may focus on 
two themes, one for each paragraph.  Alternatively, you may put themes together but focus in one 
paragraph on how plot and characterization promote the themes and in the other paragraph about how 
symbolism and point of  view (the narrator) promote the themes.  Be sure, whatever your approach, you do 
not limit your discussion to the situations and action of  the text (plot). 

Remember the passage about setting I pointed out in the Zoom call—be open to the idea that Austen may 
be using elements indirectly or symbolically to promulgate the themes.  I would rather have you wildly 
speculate about a symbol or the purpose of  a stylistic feature than play it safe and stick to obvious plot 
developments.  (Do try to have evidence for your ideas, though.) 

For this assignment, you are to use only your book and class notes. 

Chapter 9, p. 190	 	 Emeli, Vivian (you may work together or individually, as desired) 
Chapter 10, p. 200  	 	 Rose	 	  
Chapter 11, p. 208	 	 Bella	 	  
Chapter 12, p. 216	 	 Ella B.	 	  
Chapter 13, p. 224	 	 Fiorela  
Chapter 14, p. 231	 	 Rachel 
Volume 3, Chapter 1, p. 241	 Cara 
Chapter 2, p. 253	 	 Lupe 
Chapter 3, p. 261	 	 Sofia 
Chapter 4, p. 267	 	 Brianna 
Chapter 5, p. 275	 	 Ashley 
Chapter 6, p. 282	 	 Katherine 
Chapter 7, p. 287	 	 Ella S. 
Chapter 8, p. 296	 	 Maggie 
Chatper 9, p. 311	 	 Taylor 


