
English 9 
Review #2 
Some sample quotations from The Odyssey 

Here are main characters you should know for both this section and other sections, where you might 
write about them. 

Telemachus  Calypso 
Athena   Poseidon 
Zeus   Polyphemus 
Penelope  Alcinous and Arete 
Eurycleia  Nausicaa 
Antinous  Scylla and Charybdis 
Nestor   Eumaeus 
Pisistratus  Melanthius 
Menelaus and Helen Laertes 
Odysseus 
Circe  
***** 
Books you should have read and annotated:  1-7, 9-10, 12-13, 16, 21-24 
You should know the general sweep of  the story;  you are also responsible for the material in the 
abridgment handout for books 17-19, though I will not quote from those books. 

***** 
By now, you should have a good sense of  what happens in which book so that you have a mastery 
of  the fundamental chronology of  the text.   

Keep in mind the themes we have discussed, as well as the themes that are local to particular books. 

As you consider stylistic devices, concern yourself  with epic similes, epithets, and repetition, and be 
able to explain these devices when you see them in the text.  Local stylistic devices might include 
antithesis, symbolism of  objects as well as the setting and some monsters, the use of  the second 
person.  Some characters, too, are types and can be treated as symbolic in some respects (though 
never reducible to mere objects). 

***** 
Here are sample questions that help you see the kinds of  material you might encounter on the exam.  
The purpose of  this sample is to give you an idea of  how to study;  it’s easy to panic when you don’t 
know answers … before you’ve studied.  Make sure you review important characters and plot in 
order to be able to do a test like this … after you’ve studied. 

Also, know that on the test, I will allow you a choice of  quotations for regular credit.  Giving you a 
choice allows me to be more specific in what I offer.  Be prepared to choose efficiently, so that you 
have the strongest chance of  success. 



1.  Sing to me of  the man, Muse, the man of  twists and turns 
driven time and again off  course, once he had plundered 
the hallowed heights of  Troy. 

a.  What is the context of  this passage? (I.e., Where in the epic does this passage occur?) 

b.  Who is “the man”? 

c.  What is the significance of  this passage? 

2.  Day after day, 
all of  you swarming, draining our life’s blood, 
my wary son’s estate.  What, didn’t you listen 
to your fathers—when you were children, years ago— 
telling you how Odysseus treated them, your parents? 

Who is the speaker of  this passage? 

Who is “all of  you”? 

What is the relation of  this passage to the theme of  xenia? 



3.  Joy…warm as the joy that children feel 
when they see their father’s life dawn again, 
one who’s lain on a sickbed racked with torment, 
wasting away, slowly, under some angry power’s onslaught— 
then what joy when the gods deliver him from his pains! 
So warm, ____________’s joy when he saw that shore, those trees, 
as he swam on, anxious to plant his feet on solid ground again. 

Fill in the blank. 

What poetic device is at work in this passage?  Name the device and explain how it is being used 
here. 

Extra credit:  What is the context of  this passage? 

4.  Ah, if  only a man like that were called my husband, 
lived right here, pleased to stay forever… 
      Enough. 
Give the stranger food and drink, my girls. 

Speaker: 

Context: 

Significance: 



5.  ‘Stranger,’ he grumbled back from his brutal heart, 
‘you must be a fool, stranger, or come from nowhere, 
telling me to fear the gods or avoid their wrath! 
We…never blink at Zeus and Zeus’s shield 
of  storm and thunder, or any other blessed god— 
we’ve got more force by far. 

Speaker: 

Context: 

Significance: 


