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Summary

• The Canto XXV describes the experience of Virgil leading Dante through the Purgatory Mountains, whose narrative clues unfold at 
different levels. First, the two of them entered the gluttonous terrace. Here, they see the misery of the gluttons, that is, those that 
feasted nonstop in life are forced to starve and thirst after their death. They continued to climb up to enter terrace seven, almost to 
the peak. They saw the greedy go through the fire. These lusts, burned by fire, have wandered through the flames of purgatory like 
ghosts. They must abandon their bodies completely and sing loudly about chastity in order to obtain ultimate relief. Dante was led 
by Virgil, and had dialogues with historical figures who have committed various crimes in purgatory, in order to reveal his own 
thoughts deeply. With the advance of his pace and the firmness of his faith, the sword marks on Dante's head were eliminated one
by one. In order to purify his own soul and finally reach heaven to meet with the holy woman, Dante endure all kinds of hardships 
during the climb, overcome many difficulties. At the same time, through the dialogues with historical figures, he also expresses the 
idea that he wants to present to the reader one by one.



Characters & Themes

• This canto involves several characters, I will analyze the themes one by one. First, Meleager, one of the famous heroes in Greek mythology. When he 
was born, he was cursed by the three goddesses of fate, cursing him as a brave hero, but burned to death by fire like firewood on the stove. The 
character's theme was to show that his tragedy was caused by his mother's greed, that is, her strong desire for control and her excessive desire for 
love for her son.

• Statius, an great author of Roman Empire, winning fame for his poems. Statius' monologue contains a profound thematic meaning, that is, every 
human soul is created by God and has a unique individuality and sanctity. Statius said that after the formation of the fetus, God will blow a new spirit 
full of power into it, giving reason to the fetus, so this spirit of God is the source of human divine nature of human beings, but also the fundamental 
condition for human beings to become the spirit of all things.

• Lachesis, one of the three goddesses of fates, the goddess of Greek mythology, she is the distributor of fate and can determine the length of the lifeline. 
She draws lots with her eyes closed to determine the fate of a person's life, and then made the line of life pass through those allocated twists and 
turns. Moreover, Dante drew the three goddesses including Ran Dian, Calisto, and Cytherea, through the mouth of spirits wandering through the flames 
of purgatory.



Stylistic features of Canto 25

• As for stylistic features, this is the greatest feature of Dante's writing. First, there are many metaphors in this canto, for instance, in the 
climbing process, Dante passed by the quite narrow terrace, which implies that the road to heaven is very difficult. People must work hard 
and endure torture to get the chance to go to heaven.

• In addition, for the remarkable images, in Statius monologues, as he described it, “The new form on the spirit follows still: Hence hath it 
semblance, and is shadow call's. With each sense, even to the sight, induced. Hence speech is ours, hence laughter, tears, and sighs.” Such a 
description has a rather strong sense of picture, so that when people read here, they are able to get clear images association on the mind, 
and readers have to admire the amazing stylistic features used in Dante’s writing.

• What's more, for the details of the dialogues, for example, Virgil hinted whether Dante still remembered Meleager. The details of the hero's 
thematic allusions lie in his mother's strong desire to control him, leading to his tragedy. In the meanwhile, in the dialogue with Statius the 
author of the Roman Empire, Dante used his expression to show the individuality and sanctity of the soul.



Study Questions

• 1) Do you believe that if the spirits totally go through the ordeal of purgatory, they can be redeemed again?

• 2) Statius's monologue shows that the human soul is individual and sacred, but the goddess of fate can 
easily control the fate of human beings, whether this control of fate has desecrated the divine nature given 
to the soul by God?

• 3) Spirits along the flame proceeding, they sang, “Ran Dian, and drive forth Calisto stung With Cytherea’s 
poison.” Do you think their singing has any effect on their purpose for liberation?



Thank you!


