
English 9 
Vocabulary 2, Frankenstein 

1.  sublime (109) 

These sublime and magnificent scenes afforded me the greatest consolation that I was capable of  
receiving. 

sub=up to, under 
lime=threshold 

2.  precipitous (110) 

The ascent is precipitous, but the path is cut into continual and short windings, which enable you 
to surmount the perpendicularity of  the mountain. 

pre:  before 
cipit=cap:  head 

3.  clemency (114) 

Oh, Frankenstein, be not equitable to every other and trample upon me alone, to whom thy 
justice, and even thy clemency and affection, is most due. 

clemen=clinare:  to lean 

4.  scourge (116) 

On you it rests, whether I quit for ever the neighbourhood of  man and lead a harmless life, or 
become the scourge of  your fellow creatures and the author of  your own speedy ruin. 

ex=out of, from 
corrigia=shoelace, whip 



5.  assuage (120) 

Food, however, became scarce, and I often spent the whole day searching in vain for a few acorns 
to assuage the pangs of  hunger. 

as=ad:  to, toward 
suage:  sweet 

4.  hovel (122) 

…I escaped to the open country and fearfully took refuge in a low hovel, quite bare, and making 
a wretched appearance after the palaces I had beheld in the village. 

5.  purloined (123) 

I had first, however, provided for my sustenance for that day by a loaf  of  coarse bread, which I 
purloined, and a cup with which I could drink more conveniently than from my hand of  the pure 
water which flowed by my retreat. 

pur=pro:  forth, forward 
longus:  long 

6.  pensive (125) 

The old man had, in the meantime, been pensive, but on the appearance of  his companions he 
assumed a more cheerful air, and they sat down to eat.  

pens:  to think, to weigh 

7.  abstained (129) 

I had been accustomed, during the night, to steal a part of  their store for my own consumption, 
but when I found that in doing this I inflicted pain on the cottagers, I abstained and satisfied 
myself  with berries, nuts, and roots which I gathered from a neighbouring wood. 

ab:  away from, off  
tain=tenere:  to hold, to have 



8.  verdure (135) 

Spring advanced rapidly; the weather became fine and the skies cloudless. It surprised me that 
what before was desert and gloomy should now bloom with the most beautiful flowers and 
verdure. 

vert:  green 

9.  cursory (139) 

Through this work I obtained a cursory knowledge of  history and a view of  the several empires 
at present existing in the world; it gave me an insight into the manners, governments, and 
religions of  the different nations of  the earth. 

curs:  to run 

10.  portmanteau (150) 

One night during my accustomed visit to the neighbouring wood where I collected my own food 
and brought home firing for my protectors, I found on the ground a leathern portmanteau 
containing several articles of  dress and some books. 

port:  to carry 
manteau:  cloak 

11. sagacity (156) 

I had sagacity enough to discover that the unnatural hideousness of  my person was the chief  
object of  horror with those who had formerly beheld me. 

sag=to seek


